
  
 

Minutes / Cofnodion  
Cross Party Autism Group / Grwp Trawsbleidiol Awtistiaeth 

 September 16 Medi 2016 
Venue Cymru, Llandudno 

 
1 WELCOME / CROESO 
CPAG Chair Mark Isherwood AM, welcomed everyone to the first meeting of this 
Assembly term. Mark informed the group of his delight that the Cross Party Autism 
Group will continue in the fifth Assembly term and at his re-election as its Chair. New 
group officers include Dr Dai Lloyd, AM for South Wales West; Hefin David, AM for 
Caerphilly; and Jayne Bryant, AM for Newport West. They’ve all sent apologies. 
 
2 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING / COFNODION A 
MATERION YN CODI. 
The minutes were agreed to be an accurate account of the previous meeting. Mark 
Isherwood Mark gave a brief update on the progress of the Additional Learning 
Needs Bill, a proposed Autism Act for Wales, the proposed Integrated Autism Service 
and the Welsh Government Autism Strategy. These were agreed to be a priority for 
the group’s future work.  
 
3 UPDATE ON THE NATIONAL AUTISTIC SOCIETY’S TOO MUCH 
INFORMATION AWARENESS CAMPAIGN.  
Jess Leigh, NAS Senior Campaigns Officer, informed the group of the success to 
date of the awareness campaign, Too Much Information. The campaign is a 
response to a national survey on attitudes to autism and aims to help the general 
public better understand autistic people. A film created for the campaign has been 
viewed 56 million times. The immediate response has been good, with follow up 
research showing increased understanding. The campaign will run for three years.  
Contributions from the group suggested that while such a campaign was welcome, 
some of the biggest barriers faced in accessing support are professionals and public 
services with little autism understanding. Mark Isherwood noted that some of these 
concerns could be addressed in Wales by reforming Additional Learning Needs 
legislation and the proposal of an Autism Act for Wales.  

 
4 ANDREW EDWARDS, AUTHOR - I’VE GOT A STAT FOR YOU: MY LIFE WITH 
AUTISM.  
Based on a chapter from his book, Andrew discussed accessing support. Whilst 
Andrew recalled positive experiences, he also spoke about times when he has been 
let down and left without the help he needed. Andrew suggested that his book could 
provide good insight to professionals working with autistic children and adults.  
 
 
5 YSGOL PLAS BRONDYFFRYN. 
Assistant Head, Claire Peel, provided an overview of the school and the support it 
provides to pupils with autism. Claire discussed a philosophy of working together, 
and spoke about the importance of close working with pupils, families, other schools 
and with other agencies. The impact of collaborative working means that learners 
and families feel more supported to meet challenges they face.  
 
 
6 CREATASMILE AWARDS. 
Sharon Bateman gave details of the inaugural Creatasmile Awards, an opportunity to 
recognise the exceptional contributions of people with autism, their families, 



volunteers and professionals. The ceremony will take place on 12th November in St. 
Asaph. Sharon also discussed some of Creatasmiles’ upcoming projects, focussing 
on employment support and a buddy network. Mark Isherwood referred to ongoing 
work in the area by Remploy Cymru to introduce autism apprenticeships.  
For details of how to nominate for the Creatasmile Awards, email 
asd.smiles@yahoo.co.uk 
 
7 THE AUTISTIC WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT PROJECT.  
On behalf of the Autistic Women’s Empowerment Project, Tracey Brees, discussed 
the ongoing work of the group in supporting women and girls access the knowledge 
and understanding they need. Tracey referred to the underdiagnoses of females with 
autism and how the group aims to raise awareness of autism in women and girls 
among professionals and the wider public. Tracey also mentioned her work in 
encouraging access to outdoor activities. Mark Isherwood referred to the Conference 
on the 7th October at Glyndwr University in Wrexham, which the Autistic Women’s 
Empowerment Project has helped to organise. Details can be found at: 
http://conferencevenues.glyndwr.ac.uk/WhatsOnEvents/AutismConference  
 
8 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Sharon Bateman provided details of a new adult group, run by Alex Lowery that will 
be taking place at Creatasmiles.  
A lack of representation from the North Wales Local Authorities was also noted, 
although there were staff from Conwy CBC in attendance.   
A representative from the British Association of Social Workers offered support in 
reaching out to its members to raise awareness of future meetings. 
 
9 SUGGESTIONS 
It was suggested by individual group members that future meetings look at 
employment opportunities and how social workers support those with autism. It was 
also suggested that meetings should be better attended by key stakeholders in Local 
Authorities. 
 
 
Date and location of the next CPAG meeting: 14 December 2016 at the National 
Assembly for Wales.  
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